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The Wiirttemberg Chamber Orchestra Heilbronn (WKO) is considered one
of Germany's most important chamber ensembles, exemplifying a
combination of regional roots and international appeal. Founded in 1960 by
Professor Jorg Faerber, it quickly developed into an ensemble of high artistic
independence and technical competence. Under the baton of conductors
such as Ruben Gazarian, Case Scaglione and, since 2024, Risto Joost, the
orchestra has steadily expanded its aesthetic range and made a name for
itself as a stylistically critical interpreter of both classical and contemporary

works.

The WKO is characterised by its combination of chamber music
transparency and orchestral sonority, which gives it a particular stylistic
flexibility. Regular collaborations with internationally renowned soloists and
guest performances in major concert halls - such as the Concertgebouw
Amsterdam, the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg and the Tonhalle Dusseldorf -
underline its standing in the European music scene. The list of international
guest soloists includes Julia Fischer, Gautier Capugon, Sabine Meyer, Frank
Peter Zimmermann, Johannes Moser, Maximilian Hornung, Sharon Kam,
Daniel Muller-Schott, Arabella Steinbacher, Emmanuel Tjeknavorian and
many more. Orchestra founder Jorg Faerber had a very special artistic
relationship with the young Anne-Sophie Mutter, who played around 150
concerts with the WKO. Legendary artists such as Martha Argerich, Rudolf
Buchbinder and trumpeter Maurice André were also accompanied by the
WKO in their international careers. The close connection to outstanding
artists of the younger generation is reflected in the ‘Artistic Partner’ and
‘Young Artist in Focus’ collaborations, which currently exist with Frank

Dupree and Hans Christian Aavik.

With a wide range of music education initiatives under the label ‘Fir junge
Ohren’ (For Young Ears), the WKO fulfils not only a representative but also a
culturally educational function. It exemplifies the synthesis of artistic
tradition, contemporary relevance and social responsibility, thus acting as a
musical ambassador for the city of Heilboronn and the state of Baden-
Wirttemberg. The WKO's portfolio is rounded off by numerous CD
recordings, many of which have won awards. For example, Frank Dupree and
the WKO received the International Classical Music Award (ICMA) in 2022 for
their CD recording of Nikolai Kapustin's Piano Concerto No. 4, and Dominik

Wagner received the OPUS Klassik for their joint recording of Bottesini's
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works entitled ‘Revolution of Bass’. The CD with works by Frank Martin,

released in 2025, received the German Record Critics' Award.

The Wiirttemberg Chamber Orchestra Heilbronn (WKO) is considered one
of Germany's most important chamber ensembles, exemplifying a
combination of regional roots and international appeal. Founded in 1960 by
Jorg Faerber, the orchestra has steadily expanded its aesthetic range under
the baton of conductors such as Ruben Gazarian, Case Scaglione and, since
2024, Risto Joost, distinguishing itself as a stylistically critical interpreter of
both classical and contemporary works. Characteristic of the WKO s its
combination of chamber music transparency and orchestral sonority.
Regular collaborations with internationally renowned soloists such as Rudolf
Buchbinder, Gautier Capugon, Sabine Meyer, Frank-Peter Zimmermann and
Arabella Steinbacher, as well as guest performances in major concert halls
- such as the Concertgebouw Amsterdam and the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg
- underline its standing in the European music landscape. Its close ties to
outstanding personalities of the younger generation are reflected in its
collaborations with ‘Artistic Partner’ and ‘Young Artist in Focus,” which
currently include Frank Dupree and Hans Christian Aavik. With a wide range
of music education initiatives, the WKO fulfils not only a representative
function, but also a culturally educational one. The portfolio is rounded off
by numerous CD recordings, many of which have won awards, such as the
CD featuring works by Frank Martin, which was recently awarded the German
Record Critics' Award 2025.



