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Katrin Kirsch was born in Munich in 1977 and grew up near Würzburg. She 

began taking piano lessons at the age of six and later also studied the organ. 

After graduating from high school, she initially studied music education for 

upper secondary school in Cologne before switching to musicology, French, 

and theater, film, and television studies. She wrote her master’s thesis on 

Kurt Weill’s American stage works and began her professional career at the 

Kurt Weill Festival in Dessau. 

She later joined Frieder Bernius’s Musik Podium Stuttgart as orchestra 

manager and subsequently as executive director. For ten years, she then 

worked alongside artistic director Thomas Wördehoff on the redesign of the 

Ludwigsburg Castle Festival and rebuilt the festival orchestra under the 

baton of principal conductor Pietari Inkinen. 

Most recently, she served as orchestra manager at the Staatstheater 

Augsburg. Under her leadership, it was recently decided that the Augsburg 

Philharmonic would be upgraded from a B- to an A-level orchestra. 

»After 20 years in the concert business, taking on the directorship of the 

WKO is a logical next step in my professional career. I am honored to have 

the opportunity to work with such an outstanding and renowned chamber 

orchestra and to help shape the future of this wonderful ensemble over the 

next four years.« 
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